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	Since the launch of Knowledge Community (KC, www.globalkc.net) as a research project in Hong Kong in 2002, it has received overwhelming responses from schools and education authorities of various countries that KC facilitated students by integrating IT and scaffolds into collaborative work like Project Learning and Process/Creative Writing so that student-centered learning communities can actually take place.  Knowledge building, facilitation of learning process with thinking types, and IT integration are 3 key aspects of KC. Since 2004, KC begins to bring schools from different places to form communities for internal collaboration. 
Latest Highlights
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What is 3-I Project Learning? 

3-I Project Learning (www.3iproject.net) is a new learning ecology for 21 century schools that engage in project learning using KC.  The 3-I stands for:
· Interdisciplinary where project work requires students to integrate knowledge and skills learnt from various curriculum subjects to meet the project demands.
· Interschool where school collaborates with other school to build the same project.
· International where our students have chance to collaborate with students from other countries to develop common project and global perspectives.
3-I Project in Hong Kong (9/2003-5/2004)  http://www.3iproject.net/3I-QEF
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	Funded by QEF of Hong Kong Education and Manpower Bureau, 745 P.5 students from 4 primary schools collaborated in KC to investigated more than 30 topics in environment protection. Topics include:

· Environmental Protection Starts at Home

· How to protect the Extinct Animals?

· How to protect Hong Kong?

· How to reduce pollution on earth?

· How to create a beautiful environment?

· Ways to save energy

· Wise use of recycle items

· Marine life in Hong Kong

· Wise use of natural resources

· How to create a cleaner Hong Kong?

· How to protect the nature (volcano, animals and plants)?

· Environmental Protection in school

· Let’s protect the pandas

· How to reduce land pollution?

· How to reduce water pollution?

· How to prevent Sea Pollution?

· How to use natural resources to protect Hong Kong?

Various artifacts were made to showcase the learning outcomes.


Among 13,311 notes posted by students in KC during collaboration, students were able to build knowledge with good communication and reflection. Students showed their higher-order thinking in KC. More analyses were available in the printed report for this project.
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An international conference was organized on June 1, 2004 in Hong Kong with more than 1,000 delegates attended.
3-I Project Learning: Collaboration among Beijing, QingDao & Hong Kong Primary Schools (9/2004-8/2005)   http://www.3iproject.net/chinahk
	Approved by National Research Center for Computer Education (NRCCE) of China Education Department as key national development project, 13 Primary schools from Beijing, Qingdao and Hong Kong with 1,500 P5 students collaborating from 11/2004-7/2005 to investigate issues in Environment Protection in 3 places with following aims:

	· To investigate the learning process, knowledge building process and learning ecology project learning through the collaboration. 

· To build a model for international collaboration among schools from different places. 
· To cultivate the world vision, sense of national identity and positive values among primary students and teachers. 
· To integrate IT (Knowledge Community) into project learning with student-centered learning communities.
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Students, teachers and parents from 3 places form a number of communities to investigate issues like:
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	· Water pollution and solutions

· How to develop, protect and use water resources wisely?

· Energy and health: How to reduce harmful energy?

· What is global warming and relationship with human?

· Health society: Nuclear power and radiation

· How to save energy at home?

· Environment protection in Beijing, Qingdao and HK.

· How to create a beautiful environment?

· How to solve problems due to pollution from transportation equipment?

· …


	International conferences were organized at Beijing Normal University (14/5) and The Chinese University of Hong Kong (27/5) to showcase the learning process and outcomes. More than 1,00 participants attended the conferences.
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3-I Project Learning: Collaboration between Durham (UK) and Beijing Primary Schools (12/2004-7/2005)  
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Funded by DfES, Durham Education Council and British Council China, a group of primary head teachers from Durham UK visited schools in Beijing and Hong Kong (Oct 2004) with the objectives of collaborating with Beijing and Hong Kong schools in project learning. The head teachers were touched by the high esteem for education among the Chinese and are in the stage of planning for collaboration.
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Invitation

Unlike traditional school exchange programs that last only for a short while, our collaboration programs allow school teachers and students from different places to collaborate over a period of time on Web via KC on subjects that are of interest to both sides. A typical international collaboration project is as follows:
[image: image17.png]Educational
Web—PupIishing

&S o overopner v Ton]




As we have facilitated a number of international collaboration projects, we would like to invite your school leaders and educators to visit variety of excellent schools is Asia in order to start the collaboration.  Sharing from educators, principals and teachers who have visited schools in Asia have been challenged with new perspectives towards education.  They also felt the need to provide opportunities for their children to collaborate with children overseas.
Coming Activity: KC in the US and Inter-City Collaboration
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KC will be presented in the ICT conference in US from July 17-23 in Boston as a keynote message to all delegates. For his sixth annual summer conference, Alan November's hand-picked presenters are some of the finest thinkers and practitioners. These leaders, chosen for their world class skills, will provide valuable insights into the latest strategies for effective planning and implementation of powerful learning technologies. This conference will have a healthy combination of discussion and hands-on practice.
http://www.novemberlearning.com/Default.aspx?tabid=29
3-I Project Learning: Collaboration among Beijing, Qingdao, Tianjin, Shunde and Hong Kong Primary Schools (9/2005-8/2006)  www.3iproject.net/2005 

	Funded by Hong Kong and China government, 32 primary schools from Hong Kong will be collaborating with 37 primary schools from the 4 cities of China. A total of 4,400 Primary 5 will be collaborating on KC with their counterparts from school from another city.  

Students are expected to compare various issues in environmental protection among various cities by collaborating with students from other cities.

So far, this is one of the biggest collaboration projects among these cities.

A huge teacher training program will be organized to prepare teachers for this student-centered project learning.

5 international conferences will be held in May 2006 in these 5 cities to showcase the projects and findings.
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	Contact us


We are group of researchers and practitioners with international network for IT in Education. While this newsletter covers only a portion of our work, you are welcome to visit our websites or contact us for more information, projects and publication.
	Editor:
	Dr Christopher Tan  chris@learningexpert.net  www.learningexpert.net/chris
Dr Percy Kwok  drpercykwok@yahoo.com
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Development of 3-I Concepts for project learning


3-I Project in Hong Kong 


3-I Collaboration among Beijing, QingDao & Hong Kong Primary Schools


3-I Collaboration between Durham (UK) and Beijing Schools
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